ADOPTED – JUNE 10, 2025

AGENDA ITEM NO. 26

Introduced by the Law & Courts, County Services, and Finance Committees of the:

INGHAM COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS

RESOLUTION TO EXEMPT THE JUDICIAL ASSISTANT POSITION WITHIN  
THE 55th DISTRICT COURT FROM THE HIRING FREEZE PROCESS

RESOLUTION #25 – 309

WHEREAS, Resolution #25-152 requires a four-week hold on vacant positions before they can be advertised to be filled; and

WHEREAS, The Honorable Donald Allen Jr.’s Judicial Assistant will be retiring on June 27, 2025; and

WHEREAS, the retirement of The Honorable Donald Allen Jr.’s Judicial Assistant will create a vacant Judicial Assistant position; and

WHEREAS, because of the nature of the Judicial Assistant position, the position was classified as a critical position during the COVID pandemic, requiring the Judicial Assistants to report to work each day; and

WHEREAS, the 55th District Court is a court of record, all court proceedings are required to be recorded; and

WHEREAS, the Judicial Assistant position is responsible for recording court proceedings; and

WHEREAS, a court session cannot be called to order unless a Judicial Assistant is present to record the proceedings; and

WHEREAS, a delay in filling The Honorable Donald Allen’s Jr.’s Judicial Assistant position would cause the judge’s docket to come to a stand-still for a minimum of eight weeks; a four-week posting delay period and a minimum of another four weeks for posting, interviewing, selecting, and onboarding a new Judicial Assistant; and

WHEREAS, the absence of a Judicial Assistant in the courtroom will create significant docket congestion, delayed justice, and a failure to comply with statutory and court rule requirements regarding case processing; and

WHEREAS, the Judicial Assistant position is funded in the 2025 budget. 

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Ingham County Board of Commissioners exempts the Judicial Assistant position within the 55th District Court from the hiring freeze process.  


BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the 55th District Court is authorized to post the Judicial Assistant position immediately upon adoption of this resolution.
LAW & COURTS:  Yeas:  Johnson, Polsdofer, Trubac, Lawrence, Peña, Schafer

          Nays:  None    
 
Absent:  Willis, Pratt 
          Approved 05/29/25

COUNTY SERVICES:  Yeas:  Lawrence, Pratt, Grebner, Sebolt, Peña, Maiville
          Nays:  None     

 Absent:  Johnson 
 Approved 06/03/25 
FINANCE:  Yeas: Morgan, Grebner, Tennis, Sebolt, Polsdofer, Cahill, Maiville, Ruest
          Nays:  None     

 Absent:  None
 Approved 06/04/25 
